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Yesterday, we took a great step in
meeting this challenge with the intro-
duction by a bipartisan group of a sig-
nificant measure to help cover the un-
insured. As a physician, I understand
that one-size-fits-all does not work in
health care.

Our bipartisan working group re-
spects greatly the principle of fed-
eralism. And our proposal will em-
power States to develop methods that
best suit their unique populations.

H.R. 5864, the Health Partnership
Through Creative Federalism Act holds
real promise to increase the number of
Americans with health insurance cov-
erage. By empowering States to de-
velop methods that best suit their
unique needs, we are putting patients
first which should be the foundation of
any reform. This bold initiative takes
this inherent knowledge into account
and gives States the flexibility to find
solutions to cover the uninsured.

I encourage my colleagues on both
sides to sign on as a cosponsor and sup-
port this innovative solution.

————

REPUBLICANS IGNORE RISING
ENERGY COSTS

(Mr. FILNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, gas prices
are once again at record highs. Accord-
ing to the Bush administration’s own
Energy Department, the average na-
tional price at the pump is now over $3
a gallon. We are facing the biggest
price rise since Hurricane Katrina 11
months ago.

Yet this Republican Do-Nothing Con-
gress, this Do-Nothing Congress is pre-
pared to leave at the end of the week
for a 5-week recess without passing any
legislation that will help consumers
with prices at the pump. What is the
holdup—beside the giant heist of Amer-
ican people?

Why will House Republicans not
work with us to hold Big Oil’s feet to
the fire for any price gouging that is
now going on? Why will these House
Republicans not join us in repealing $20
billion in tax breaks and subsidies that
they gave Big 0Oil last year? Why won’t
they join us in taking that money and
investing in new energies of the future
so we can end our dependence on for-
eign oil?

The answer, I think, has everything
to do with their cozy relationship with
Big Oil. It is no wonder that most peo-
ple think that the letters GOP mean
Gas, Oil and Petroleum.

Mr. Speaker, Americans have dealt
with high gas prices all summer long.
It is time this House started listening
to their needs rather than the needs of
the special interests in the gas and oil
industry.

————
DO-NOTHING CONGRESS

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, the
Republican do-nothing Congress is un-
willing to tackle the issues of impor-
tance to the American people. At a
time when hardworking Americans are
finding it more and more difficult to
make ends meet, at a time when a
weak economy is creating very few
jobs, at a time when gas prices are at
record levels, the Republican do-noth-
ing Congress has frittered away scarce
time on meaningless and divisive pro-
posals that were never even intended to
become law.

No wonder the American people are
so disgusted with Washington. There is
so much that this Congress should be
doing, and yet the House Republicans
refuse to act. We could raise the min-
imum wage for the first time in 9 years
and give 7 million Americans a pay
raise.

We could give the Federal Govern-
ment the ability to negotiate prescrip-
tion drugs on behalf of America’s sen-
iors in order to fill the gap in coverage
that millions of seniors will soon face
in their drug coverage. We could fi-
nally go after Big 0Oil and guarantee
the American consumer is not to be
gouged at the pump.

Mr. Speaker, there is a lot we could
do. The problem is Republicans are out
of ideas. It is time we lead America in
a new direction.

———

OIL PRICES ARE A NATIONAL
SECURITY ISSUE

(Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, Congress cannot afford to wait an-
other day to address our Nation’s en-
ergy crisis. Record gas prices are not
only causing pain for American con-
sumers every time they pull up at the
pump, but high prices are also seri-
ously threatening our national secu-
rity.

Consider $5 a barrel increase for a
barrel of oil. That translates into $85
million that goes directly to Iran every
week, which can then be sent to
Hezbollah or to support the escalating
sectarian violence in Iraq.

Neither the Bush administration nor
congressional Republicans have done
enough to wean us off foreign oil. For
5 years now, we have refused to come
up with bold new ideas. Instead, their
answer last year was to give oil and gas
companies $20 billion in tax breaks and
subsidies.

The former top aide to Secretary of
State Rice told The New York Times
yesterday, I do not think any of us
have done a terribly good job of think-
ing through, and how far behind the
eight ball we are on these issues.

For 5 years now, Washington Repub-
licans have been unwilling to think
outside of the box for fear that they
will irritate their special interest
friends in Big Oil. I think it is time
that we lead America in a new direc-
tion.

H5863

RAISE THE MINIMUM WAGE

(Mr. BERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, as millions
of Americans struggle to get by mak-
ing the lowest real value minimum
wage in 50 years, Republicans in this
body are preparing to adjourn the
House for a 5-week summer vacation
without providing them with any fi-
nancial relief.

Despite numerous attempts by the
Democratic Members, Republicans still
refuse to increase the minimum wage
to a living wage. It is time for a new di-
rection.

Six million people who would benefit
from an increase in the minimum wage
deserve better than a Congress that re-
wards the wealthiest while punishing
those who need assistance the most
and are willing to work for it. Eighty-
six percent of Americans support in-
creasing the minimum wage, because
they know, just as Democrats in this
body know, that it is simply wrong for
a full-time worker with a full-time job
to live in poverty in this great Nation.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

———
NATIONAL SECURITY FOREIGN IN-
VESTMENT REFORM AND

STRENGTHENED TRANSPARENCY
ACT OF 2006

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5337) to ensure national security
while promoting foreign investment
and the creation and maintenance of
jobs, to reform the process by which
such investments are examined for any
effect they may have on national secu-
rity, to establish the Committee on
Foreign Investment in the United
States, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 5337

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Se-
curity Foreign Investment Reform and
Strengthened Transparency Act of 2006°°.
SEC. 2. UNITED STATES SECURITY IMPROVE-

MENT AMENDMENTS; CLARIFICA-
TION OF REVIEW AND INVESTIGA-
TION PROCESS.

Section 721 of the Defense Production Act
of 1950 (50 U.S.C. App. 2170) is amended by
striking subsections (a) and (b) and inserting
the following new subsections:
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